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This presentation focuses on the 
history of ikebana from the second 
half of the 15th century, or the 
Muromachi period, to the present, 
and the changes in form that 
occurred during this period. The 
connections between these 
changes and Japanese culture and 
society will also be examined. To 
illustrate the nature of these 
changes, demonstrations of actual 
works will also be incorporated into 
the lecture.  
 
Kobayashi Yoshiho is an assistant 
professor in the Faculty of Regional 
Development Studies at Otemon 
Gakuin University. Her research 
focuses on the formative period of 
ikebana, and particularly the 
relationship of ikebana and renga 
(linked verse). She has also 

conducted interdisciplinary 
research on the position of ikebana 
in pre-war Japanese education and 
culture in the colonies, notably 
Korea, Manchuria, Saipan, and 
Sakhalin (Karafuto). She is licensed 
to teach both ikebana and renga, 
and provides instruction in both.  
 
As President of the International 
Society of Ikebana Studies, she 
promotes scholarly research on 
ikebana, but also attempts to 
address problems experienced by 
ikebana practitioners from an 
academic standpoint. Thus far, the 
society has held four international 
conferences, and publishes an 
annual journal, the Ikebana bunka 
kenkyu. Kobayashi is also an 
affiliated researcher at the 
International Research Centre for 
Japanese Studies (Nichibunken) 
where she conducts research on 
the role of ikebana, cha-no-yu, and 
etiquette in the Japanese colonies 
of Taiwan, Korea, Manchuria, and 
the post-war developments of 
these arts. She is also a part-time 
researcher at the Tokugawa Art 
Museum where she pursues 
research on the role of ikebana in 
Tokugawa clan from the time of the 
clan’s establishment in the early 
modern period. 
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